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Murray allies optimistic
after talk with Rauner
Rep. Charlie Meier and Friends For Murray Center
President Perry Stanfa were given reassurance on Friday
about the centers future
BY PHILIP SLEDGE
S E N T I J \ K I . NBSVS. S T A F F

CENTRALIA — There was a collective sigh of relief when news
broke that Bruce Rauner had
defeated Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn in
the governor's race late Tuesday
night.
Throughout the duration of the
year-long campaign, Rauner voiced
his support for the Warren G. Murray Developmental Center in Centralia, stating on multiple occa-

sions that he would do whatever he
could to help keep the center
open.
While some dismissed those
remarks in the heat of one of the
most significant gubernatorial
races in recent history, a core
group of area residents believed
wholeheartedly that Rauner would
stick to his word.
The faith in the governor-elect
Please see Murray, Page 3A

A NEW STATE, A NEW START - Governor-elect Bruce Rauner visited sup, porters at a meet-and-greet on Friday in
^. O'Fallon, during whicli he briefly dls' cussed Centraila's Warren G. IMurray
Developmental Center with local residents. During the tailt, Rauner toid them
that he has not forgotten almut the residents and employees of the facility. Pictured, FROIM LER, are State Representative Charlie Meier, Diana and Bruce
Rauner, and Friends For Murray President Perry Stanfa.
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was increased Friday when
Illinois State Rep. Charlie
Meier, R-Okawville and
Friends For Murray Center
President Perry Stanfa had
the chance to talk to Rauner
at event in O'Fallon.
While their conversation
was brief, Meier left the
event feeling extremely optimistic about not only Southern Illinois, but also for the
residents and employees at
Murray Center.
Meier explained that as
Rauner walked down a line
thanking his supporters, he
stopped when he saw Stanfa's
"Save Murray Center" shirt
and told him, "I won't forget
you."
"There's just something
about meeting the governor
and him knowing where
Southern Illinois is," said
Meier. "I feel good about the
comment."
Murray Parents Association President Rita Winkeler
talked with Stanfa following
Friday's meeting and she
relayed what Rauner told her
during their talk.
Rauner told Stanfa, "wait
until I'm sworn in and it will
become official. I promise to
keep my pledge of keeping
Murray Center open. I

absolutely have not forgotten."
Meier has a lot of faith in
Rauner's transition team,
has made strides to
lAwhich
look at Murray Center and
develop plans to help best
serve those who are in need
of centers like it.
"I look forward to working
with the man," said Meier
about working with the governor's office in the near future.
In the coming weeks and
months, Murray Center advocacy groups will be putting
together a list of ideas to help
the facility offer services to
those in need while at the
same time, making it more
economical.
Meier stated that the possibility of discussions on the
matter outside of courtrooms
is something to look forward
to, noting that it would be
nice to conduct business from
across a table.
This, he explained, would
help save many of the advocacy organizations money that
pay for the legal fees associated with the numerous court
proceedings tied to the facility.
In addition to the long-term
future of Murray Center,
Meier is optimistic about celebrating another Christmas
season with the residents of
the facility.
"Two years after the
announcement [of the center's closure], we'll be celebrating Christmas at Murray

Center," he said. "It's almost
Christmas season and we're
still open."
Meier stated that it w i l l
also be a happy Christmas
season for the city of Centralia and the more than 500
Murray Center employees.
"Think about it, we're going
to keep 541 jobs in Centralia," he said. "When is the
last time we had good news
like that."
There is another Murray
Center supporter sharing
Meier's optimism in the
future of the facility.
Winkeler made a comment
following the recent developments on Friday.
She explained that with
Rauner soon to be in office,
some of the approximately
20,000 individuals on waiting
lists could potentially be
moved to the facility.
"The real problem for the
past 15 years has been that
the state has never offered to
send individuals to ICFDD or
SODC facilities, other than
CILA facilities," she said.
Winkeler explained that
she receives multiple calls a
month about individuals
wishing to move to Murray
Center and that the service
workers at the facility receive
multiple calls a week on the
matter.
"We're hoping that with
Rauner, some of tiiese people
could be served," said
Winkeler.

